Essay notes continued...

Title:  signal for the reader – the important idea: often re: thesis
Structure:  celebrate moving away from the 5 paragraph essay!! Still need a beginning, middle, and an end – use the structure that suits your essay

Unity:  all of the points are “on topic”; stylistically, everything connects to the thesis

Coherence:  ordering of points, usually chronological – in time, (plan of developments, transitions – standard, echo; emphasis through repetition)

Diction: word choice – reinforce the thesis
Syntax: ordering of words – reinforce the thesis

Tone: author’s attitude

*** Thesis – main point of the essay (either explicit [overtly stated] or implicit [implied])

Narrative Essay:

Tells a story to make a point, personal (based upon your own or other’s experiences), only research required is the person’s experience, evidence comes from the “conflicts” during the “rising action,” and, often, the “thesis” is embedded in the “climax” – explicitly stated or implied.
Use first person point of view (I), often uses dialogue.

Can be one story or a series of anecdotes.

Issues:

Choice of scope: what to include/what to leave out, where to begin (in medius res – in the middle of things), can begin with “vertical” structure rather than “horizontal” – dip into memory
Choice of detail: what is too trivial, appeal to 5 senses, want the reader to live the event and, importantly, to understand why that event was important

Choice of connections: chronological, time signals 

