“The Fall of a City” – Alden Nowlan
Consider how the use of diction and imagery establishes the contrast in the story.  Answer the following questions in complete sentences; support your answers with quotations from the story.
Diction

1. Discuss how the names of the characters (such as His Majesty, King Theodore I, and Zikla, Duke of Anders) and the names of places (such as Danova, the Upalian frontier and the Isle of Hawks) have been chosen for their sound and the feelings/images they evoke.
2. How do the words denoting actions in the real world differ from the words denoting actions in Teddy’s imaginary world?

3. What is the connotation of the words “paper dolls”?  Why does Teddy object so violently to his uncle’s use of the term?

Imagery

4. How do the descriptions of the rain falling differ between the upstairs world and the downstairs?  What do these differences reveal about the way Teddy perceives his world?

5. What overall impression is created by the imagery associated with Teddy’s fantasy world?  Provide evidence.

6. What overall impression is created by the imagery associated with the downstairs world?  Provide evidence.

