English 11

Types of Poetry
There are three broad types of poetry: lyric, narrative and dramatic.

A.  Lyric: a brief, subjective poem strongly marked by imagination, melody, and emotion and creating for the reader a single unified impression.  Includes elegy, epigram, hymn, idyll, ode, song and sonnet.  

1.  Lyric example:  “The Lake Isle of Innisfree” (161) – read and address the questions.


a)  What does the cabin, and the area surrounding it, look like?


b)  How does the poet appeal to our senses?


c)  In what ways is the poem a “lyric”?

2.  Elegy:  “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (154-5) – read the first 8 stanzas.  An elegy is a solemn, reflective poem, usually about death, written in a formal style.


d)  What indications are there that this is a “mournful” poem?


e)  How does the poet use imagery to reinforce this tone?

3.  Ode:  “Ode to Autumn” (152-3) – read and address the questions.  An ode is a lyric poem of serious or meditative nature, usually in elevated style and having a clear, 3-stanza structure: strophe, antistrophe, and epode.  Personification involves giving specifically human qualities to inanimate objects.  An apostrophe is an address to the dead as if they were living, the absent as if they were present or the inanimate as if human.


f)  Explain the difference between personification and apostrophe as both relate to this poem.


g)  How does this poem make use of sound devices to reinforce its tone?

4.  Sonnet:  “Shall I Compare Thee?” (150) – read and address the questions.  A sonnet is a lyric poem of 14 iambic pentameter lines.  The 14 lines are usually either structured so that the octave (first 8 lines) states the problem and the sestet (6 lines) solves it, or as 3 quatrains (4 lines each) which develop an idea and a couplet (2 lines) which concludes it.


h)  What is the rhyme scheme of this poem?


i)  What is the poem’s central message?

B.  Narrative:  tell a story and are often rather long.  Includes ballad, epic, fable and romance.
6.  Narrative example:  “Night Clouds” (176) – read and address the questions.


j)  Identify the myriad of poetic devices used in this poem and explain the overall effect of the use of these devices.

7.  Ballad: “Richard Cory” (141) – read and address the questions.  A narrative poem is usually simple and short, originally meant to be sung.  

k)  Explain how irony reveals the implied message of this poem.


l)   Explain how the poetic form (rhyme scheme and structure) contradict the poem’s implied message.

